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At the Hill and Hollow Garden Club’s February meeting, our program leaders Jean Epling, Dawn Fox and Carol Williams introduced us to the Great Backyard Bird Count(GBBC).  In our busy lives we often overlook the rhythms of nature, initiatives like the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) serve as gentle reminder to slow down and enjoy the beauty of nature and appreciate the biodiversity around us. The GBBC, an annual, world-wide event organized by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the National Audubon Society and Birds Canada, invites people of all ages and backgrounds to participate in citizen science by observing and documenting the birds in their own backyards or local environments.   The key components of this event are a world-wide army of volunteers, an online data collection system and scientists evaluating the data.   
Some of Hill and Hollow’s members have a long history of participating in this annual event, but several more decided to bird watch and report their findings after the presentation.   
During the presentation members learned that  birds are not only captivating creatures but also important to the worldwide ecosystem. Birds play crucial roles in pollination, seed dispersal, insect control, and even serve as indicators of environmental health. By monitoring bird populations, scientists can gain valuable insights into the state of ecosystems and potential threats such as habitat loss, climate change, and pollution. Thus, engaging in birdwatching through initiatives like the GBBC is not just a leisure activity but a meaningful contribution to scientific research and conservation efforts.
Hill and Hollow’s presenters also share tips on identifying birds:  Does the bird have a long-pointed beak or a conical beak, does it fly straight or in a wave like pattern.  These characteristics help with identification.   We were also encouraged to use smartphone apps to help identify birds.     
Conclusion: Seven members participated in the GBBC, seeing 377 birds and 30 different species.   In a world facing many environmental challenges, initiatives like the Backyard Bird Count remind us of the power of citizen science and collective action in conservation. By simply taking the time to observe and document the birds in our midst, we become active participants in efforts to understand and protect biodiversity.  While this year’s Great Backyard Bird Watch is over, it is never too late to start birdwatching, so, grab a pair of binoculars, step outside, and join the chorus of voices celebrating the beauty and importance of our avian companions.   


