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On October 8, 1929, a group of men and women interested in the garden club movement met in Charleston to consider the feasibility of organizing a state garden club. The subject was thoroughly discussed with the result that the West Virginia Garden Club was organized.
The new organization was a federation of garden clubs in West Virginia. Its principal objective was "the preservation of natural scenic beauties and the stimulation of civic interest in landscape gardening".


FIRST SEAL OF WEST VIRGINIA GARDEN CLUB

This seal was adopted during the 1932 - 1935 administration of Mrs. Kimble White. It features native bittersweet and was designed by William Estler of Huntington. It was used until 1972 when it was replaced with the rhododendron seal.


WEST VIRGINIA GARDEN CLUB OFFICIAL SEAL

The official seal was adopted at the Forty-Second Annual Meeting in March 1972 during the administration of Mrs. George Patterson. It was designed by Mrs. David Crickenberger. The seal features the state flower, the rhododendron, with mountains in the
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background. This seal replaced the bittersweet seal adopted in 1932.
The seal is not to be used by anyone for any purpose other than official business as authorized by the State President. It is not to be used by clubs, councils, districts or committee chairmen other than on the stationary furnished by the State Executive Office.
A brief history of each WVGC President's term of office follows
(* indicates deceased):


Mrs. Julian Bouchelle* - 1929-1932 Charleston
Charleston was hostess to the first Annual Meeting of the Federated Garden Clubs of West Virginia in May, 1930. The constitution and bylaws were permanently adopted. Fourteen clubs were represented by their presidents; also present were 37 delegates and four state officers.
The state federation became a member of the NGC in this same year. Mr. T. D. Gray of the Extension Service of West Virginia University conducted the first County Garden School in the State. The first County Council of Garden Clubs was organized with Mrs. Frank S. Mullen of Charleston as president. At the Third Annual Meeting in Wheeling, a beautiful live oak was presented to Oglebay Park by the state organization. Mrs. Bouchelle was elected National Recording Secretary in 1930 and Honorary President of the Federation Garden Clubs of West Virginia.



Mrs. Kemble White* - 1932-1935 Clarksburg
During this period the number of clubs in the state organization increased from the original 17 to 46 with a membership of 1,367. Because of this growth, the state was divided into seven geographic regions named for historic trails, rivers and mountains within their boundaries. By vote of the Executive Board the name "Federated

Garden Clubs of West Virginia" was changed to the "West Virginia Garden Club".
A state garden club emblem was adopted using the native bittersweet in a design by William Estler and given by Mrs. George Patterson of the Huntington Garden Club. The first School of Flower Shows and Judging was held in Huntington sponsored by the Huntington Garden Club.
Mrs. White was appointed Chairman of Conservation of the NCG and served two years.



Mrs. C. Lloyd Ritter* - 1935-1937 Huntington
The first state wide garden club radio programs were broadcast weekly during 1935. Slides of West Virginia gardens were collected and made available to the clubs.
The fall board meeting of NGC was held at The Greenbrier in October, 1936 with WVCG as hostess. Mrs. Ritter presented to WVGC a silver trophy, to be known as the Ritter Cup and to be awarded to the garden club making the most outstanding civic contribution to the community.


Mrs. John C. Dice* - 1937-1939 Lewisburg
An "Outdoor Advertising Law" was sponsored by the WVGC and passed by the State Legislature in 1938. Within 1 year, it was reported that 55,000 billboards had been removed from West Virginia highways. The NGC award for Service Stations and Wayside Stands was awarded five contestants in the state and presented to Mrs. Dice.
The Fayetteville Garden Club presented to the WVGC a copper plaque to be awarded each year to the garden club making the most outstanding contribution in the field of horticulture. Mrs. Dice was appointed parliamentarian for NGC.

Mrs. Frank S. Mullen* - 1939 - 1941

Charleston
A survey of wild flowers by counties was begun in 1939 and completed in 1941 for use of all garden clubs. Mr. T. D. Gray, Extension Landscape Architect of WVU, presented to WVGC an "Outline Study of Landscape Appreciation", which was made available to all garden clubs. He edited the pamphlet, "A Garden Study Guide", that contained suggested constitutions and bylaws for new clubs. A copy was given to each club.
A scrapbook of state junior work received national recognition. At the State Meeting held at the Wheeling Garden Center in 1941, it was announced that membership had increased to 106 clubs with 3,000 members. Three million trees were planted as part of the conservation program carried out in conjunction with the State Conservation Department.
Mrs. Mullen was one of the founders of WVGC, being the first secretary. She was made Honorary President.

Mrs. Brooks Fleming, Jr.* - 1941-1943 Fairmont
When war came in 1941, the WVGC offered to help the State Department of Agriculture. Members produced food in their "Victory Gardens", worked in canning centers and sponsored Harvest Shows so food from commercial growers could go to our troops and allies. So successful was the program, Mrs. Fleming was asked to serve on a Washington Committee to bring the National Food Conservation Program down to a state and local level.
A Junior Garden Club Booklet was compiled. A certificate of merit to be presented yearly to a person in the state who did outstanding work in the horticulture field was approved. Through the leadership of WVGC, the state purchased 125 acres of virgin hemlock, now known as Cathedral State Park. The first NGC awards ever won by WVGC were presented to Wheeling Garden Center and Huntington Garden Club for Flower Show Achievement.
Mrs. Fleming was elected NGC Corresponding Secretary. She served on the National Board in various capacities and as SAR Director when it included 11 state federations. She and Professor

Hubert Owen were responsible for organizing the first Landscape Design School at the University of Georgia. She was Honorary President of WVGC.

Miss Virginia Cavendish* - 1943-1946 Huntington
Conservation was the keyword to this administration. Professor Maurice Brooks, Forestry Department of WVU, prepared a “Study Outline of Conservation” for the garden clubs to use. Clubs gave 50 scholarships to Camp Caesar, Webster County, a Conservation Leadership Training Camp.
A holly-harvesting project was started under the supervision of the Conservation Commission. With members of the WVGC acting as chief sales agents, the holly was marketed locally and shipped to all parts of the United States. Clubs were active in a reforestation project. One club planted 87,000 trees in three years.
Miss Cavendish was appointed National Chairman of Flower Show Judging and accrediting. She served for two years.


Mrs. Philip W. Ziler* - 1946-1948 Charleston
Following the war years, interest in garden club work resulted in 23 new clubs with over 4,000 members. Junior garden club work was emphasized with 36 clubs organized. WVGC sponsored the Conservation Camp at Camp Caesar for the sixth consecutive year and was instrumental in the passing of the Forestry Amendment.
WVGC sponsored a resolution, passed by the State Legislature, making West Virginia an official link in the Blue Star Memorial Highway. Ours was one of the first four states in the nation to complete this legislation.
Dr. Earl L. Core, WVGC Wildflower Chairman, completed the National Automobile Guide Book, “Wayside from the Driver’s Seat”, an a booklet, “The Spring Wild Flowers of West Virginia”. Mr. T. D. Gray revised his “Garden Study Guide” to meet the expanded needs of the clubs. There were 32 nationally accredited show judges and two flower show schools.

Mrs. Ziler was the first chairman for the Blue Star Highway program.
In 1974, she was awarded NGC’s White Ribbon of Achievement in recognition of her leadership in the establishment of the Rhododendron Trail in Charleston.

Mrs. Russell Bailey* - 1948-1950 Wheeling
The WVGC celebrated its 20th anniversary; 42 new clubs were federated, making a membership of approximately 5,000 plus 35 junior clubs with 624 junior members. Eight-five scholarships were sponsored at Camp Caesar and for four to the Adult Conservation School.
A move initiated by WVGC resulted in the adoption of the Sugar Maple as the official state tree. A printed brochure, “Visiting Gardens in West Virginia”, was published and issued nation-wide. NGC presented two Certificates of Merit to West Virginia; one to Dr. Core for his publication, “Spring Wildflowers” and one to the Garden Club of Weston for its tree-planting program. An all junior show given in Bluefield won the National Junior Flower Show Award as the best Junior show in the country.

Mr. E. M. Payne, Jr.* 1950-1952
Beckley
The statewide dogwood-planting project was continued and a State Plant Conservation List was compiled. In January, 1951, the

WVGC was active in the passage by the legislature of a bill giving the West Virginia State Road Commission the right to acquire, establish, construct and maintain roadside recreational areas adjacent to the state highways. As a result, 32 roadside tables were purchased and placed.
The WVGC was hostess to the SAR meeting at The Greenbrier, March, 1952. Two national awards were received: white ribbon for the “Every Light a Prayer for Peace” theme and purple ribbon for Horticultural Achievement to Dr. and Mrs. Webb, Wheeling, for hybridizing a gladiolus, “White Symphony”. The Executive Board

voted to make Mrs. Frank S. Mullen, a founder and Past President, Honorary President of WVGC.
Mrs. Payne was appointed National Personnel Chairman in 1952 and reappointed in 1953 for a two-year term.



Mrs. Andrew L. Kouns* - 1952-1954 Huntington
Forty-four new clubs were added in this term. Scholarships to Camp Caesar were oversubscribed. Work with juniors was stressed. The juniors staged flower shows with as many as 2,000 entries. They helped with programs for retarded children, orphans and the blind. Although this term ended the fifth year of a statewide dogwood-planting project, planting of all varieties of state trees and dogwood continued.
The second consecutive National Award for Garden Therapy was given to the Olde Berkeley Garden Club of Martinsburg. An important achievement of this administration was the compiling and publishing of a WVGC Handbook, one of the first of its kind. Other states used it as a model. Mrs. Kouns worked on the first National Handbook, compiling the Accrediting Section.
Mrs. Kouns served NGC as accrediting and Blue Star Marker Chairman. For 12 years, she judged flower shows for the South and Central American affiliates.


Mrs. Percy Gillie *- 1954-1956 Bluefield
Signs showing a West Virginia scene and inscribed "Entering Scenic West Virginia" were designed by Mrs. North Caldwell of Lewisburg. They were erected at 55 entrances to the state. The Bronze Seal was received from NGC for this achievement. West Virginia also won a third successive Garden Therapy Award. The NGC Green Ribbon Conservation Certificate was awarded to the Fairmont Green Hills Garden Club for introducing Conservation Education into the Marion County junior and senior high schools.

"What a Beautiful State", a song written by Mrs. W. W. Dickinson, Mrs. Henry Clay Hays and the State President was published. It was used as a theme song for garden club functions.
The first bird sanctuaries in the state were established at White Sulphur Springs and Mullens. The Genevieve Payne Garden Therapy Award was given for the first time and 221 clubs planted 400 dogwood trees in memory of Mrs. E. M. Payne, Jr., Past President. Mr. T. D. Gray was elected as Honorary President.
Mrs. Gillie served 12 years on the NGC Board as Credentials Chairman, Garden Therapy Chairman, Radio-TV Chairman, a member and chairman of the Nominating Committee. She received the Hazel Mullens State Award in 1963.

Mrs. B. Lawler Hash *- 1956-1957 Charleston
By 1956, membership had grown to 206 clubs and 7,970 members. One hundred and twenty-eight scholarships were awarded to the conservation and nature camps. Over 15,000 entries were made in 118 club flower shows and garden therapy projects served at least 9,000 individuals. Two hundred seventy- three public grounds were landscaped as civic improvement projects. There were 21 memorial gardens and 51 members opened their home garden to the public. Five NGC Awards were received during this year.
In 1957 Mrs. Hash declined to served a second year in order that WVGC might accede to the request of NGC that state officers be elected in the same years as national officers.
State dues were increased to $1.00 per member (10 cents of which went for dues to NGC).
As WVGC Legislative Chairman, she worked for Rural Zoning Law, Anti-Litter Law for streams and roadsides, junkyard restrictions, and the establishment of a Water Resources Commission, the first litter barrels and billboard restrictions. Due to her work against billboards, she was twice invited to Washington, DC when the bill was in Congress to eliminate billboards from the interstate system. She was awarded the Virginia C. Mabley Award in 1979.


Mrs. J. Campbell Palmer III* - 1957-1959 St. Albans
Keen interest in conservation and landscape design was shown by continued participation in the "Keep West Virginia Green" program, in civic planting projects and clean up drives. A $2,000 scholarship was given by Mrs. T. L. Harris of Parkersburg in memory of her father, Mr. John L. Williams, the amount to be used for a four-year college scholarship in Landscape Design. Two $200 Forestry and four $90 Teacher Conservation Workshop Scholarships were given and over $2,000 was subscribed towards scholarships for the use of juniors.
The WVGC worked for and supported legislation for an anti- litter bill to protect roads and streams from trash, a zoning law, junkyard restriction, Water Resources Commission Bill and the Highways Dams Bill.
West Virginia was 100% in its contribution to the national permanent home in St. Louis. The name of the WVGC appears on the Scroll of Honor and the names of its past presidents are inscribed in the Golden Book.
WVGC changed the name of its "Regions" to "Districts" to avoid confusion with National Regions.
The National Gardener Trophy, National Flower Show Ribbons and a special TV Award to the Kanawha Garden Council were won.
Mrs. Palmer was elected National Recording Secretary in 1959 and appointed first National Chairman of Civic Development.





Mrs. Edward J. McQuail, Jr.* - 1959-1961 Bluefield
30th Anniversary

State Life Memberships were established with the funds to be invested and scholarships given from the accrued interest. WVGC accepted a continuing grant of $1.500, annually, from Sears Roebuck for its civic improvement program.
Approved garden club projects in Junior Gardening, Garden Therapy (particularly with retarded children) and "Keep West Virginia Green" were continued successfully. The landscape of a garden in honor of Dr. T. D. Gray, WVGC Honorary President, was undertaken at the College of Agriculture at West Virginia University.
The constitution and bylaws were revised in order to make possible the incorporation of the WVGC. The charter was received July 1, 1960. The first advanced Flower Show School sponsored in the state was held in Huntington, September, 1960. The WVGC Handbook was completely revised and distributed at the Annual Meeting in March, 1961.
In February, 1961, Mrs. McQuail was elected Secretary of the "Keep West Virginia Clean" Committee under the leadership of Governor Barron and served as a member of that committee during the remainder of her term.
Mrs. McQuail served NGC as a member of the Blue Star Memorial Committee and Visiting Gardens Committee. She served on many committees for SAR and four terms as WVGC parliamentarian.

Mrs. Carlton R. (Bee) Mabley, Jr. *- 1961-1963 Huntington
In preparation for the West Virginia Centennial in 1962, the theme "Be Tomorrow Minded" was adopted. The state embarked on a stateside clean up and beautification campaign. Ninety-six per cent of the garden clubs reported civic projects. "Keep America Beautiful" selected West Virginia as the state accomplishing the most in the national clean up campaign.
The first and second annual Wildflower Pilgrimages, adopted by WVGGC as a state project, were held at Blackwater Falls with WVGC as sponsor and financial contributor.
The T. D. Gray Garden, WVU, was dedicated May, 1963.
WVGC presented the State Road Commission with 60 "Entering

Scenic West Virginia" replacement signs. Other large projects completed included: Community Park, Mullens; Daffodil Display and Tea Garden, Huntington and Sunrise Garden Center, Charleston.
The President and Vice-President served on the Steering Committee of Governor Barron's Centennial Conference called to chart the course of conservation education for the next 100 years. WVGC stressed conservation and conservation education with 4,000 children being reached.
New junior clubs were formed with the retarded. A Junior Year Book Award was given and the first high school garden club formed.
A bill was prepared designating Interstate 64 a Blue Star Memorial Highway.
National Gardener subscriptions were doubled and State Life Memberships increased from 7 to 30.
West Virginia presented its first candidate for a National Horticulture Scholarship: Mr. George Breiding served as National Bird Chairman, Mrs. Percy Gillie was elected national Nominating Committee Chairman.
West Virginia served as the first and only hostess to the SAR. Mrs. Mabley served as South Atlantic Regional Director. For
NGC she served as member of Nominating and Finance Committee, Chairman of Scholarship and Headquarters Committee. She was elected and served as fourth and third National Vice-President before retiring and was made Honorary President of WVGC at the 1974 State Convention.

Mrs. Ralph A. Schmitz*- 1963-1965 Vienna
Conservation and Civil Development Emphasized
WVGC received a $1,000 National Award for civic beautification with 552 beautification and 110 clean up projects reported including the introduction of the "Master Street Tree Plan".
The State Department of Natural Resources presented WVGC a "Scroll of Achievement" in recognition of the State President's outstanding achievements in conservation.

Two new conservation awards were established, "Award of Honor Conservation Citation" and the "Fleming Conservation Silver Trophy" presented by Mrs. Brooks Fleming; 4-H Home Ground Development and Improvement Scholarship was established for state 4-H club winner. Reported were: 116 bird sanctuaries; 1100 conservation programs, 1000 youth and teachers' scholarships; 5000 students reached in club sponsored school programs.
One hundred forty-seven visiting and memorial gardens were open to the public. Commendable garden therapy work progressed through 129 clubs. The new World Gardening Program was promoted by 102 clubs distinguishing WVGC as the largest contributor in the nation.
Seventeen awards and citations were received. West Virginia was listed on NGC Honor Roll showing five percent or more increase in membership in 1964. WVGC now has 109 State Life Members.
The first official history of WVGC, "The First 35 Years" was published.
Mrs. Schmitz served as National Book Review Chairman, South Atlantic Regional Recording Secretary, Regional Civic Development Chairman and Regional Conservation-Natural Resources Chairman. She received a NGC Certificate of Achievement for contributions as Regional Conservation Chairman. She is the donor of the SAR Arbor Day Award and the WVGC Kathryn Schmitz Arbor Day Trophy.


Mrs. C. Manning Smith *- 1965-1967 Charles Town
Theme: "Ask not for Larger Gardens, but for Finer Seeds"
Since President and Mrs. Johnson aroused the nation to a more "Beautiful America". the NGC President called for action in the field of civic beautification. It was time for WVGC to have as its special project, 100% club participation in beautification. The year 1966 saw this project take on great momentum.
At the Annual Meeting, "Beautify and Glorify West Virginia", members learned through workshops, lectures and educational

materials about the garden club's role in its community. They received ideas for projects that could involve many clubs.
In 1967, members were working together on 556 projects.
These projects included: plant propagation, garden therapy, clean up campaigns, conservation, junior clubs, etc. Many civic groups and city councils were involved. Awards won were NGC's White Ribbon of Achievement; two Reader's Digest grants, three National Flower Show Ribbons, four competitive National awards and one Regional award.
Adena District was organized making the ninth district. The Wildflower Pilgrimage was adopted as the state's long-range project and the chairman was made a State Board Member. The WV Garden News achieved a "New Look" with a new editor. The state ranked first in the nation in total contributions to the World Gardening Program CARE. Miles of Bluebird trails were established across the state to join with trails in other states in the region.
Mrs. Smith served NGC as Scholarship and Publications Chairman, Nominating Committee Member, National Fall Board Meeting Chairman at White Sulphur Springs, Assistant Environmental Education Chairman, Organization Study and Awards Committee Member for five years. She served on many SAR Committees and as SAR Director, 1979-1981. Mrs. Smith was elected WVGC Honorary President in 1983; fourth Vice President NGC 1981-1983; third Vice President NGC 1983-1985; second Vice President NGC 1985-1987; first Vice President NGC 1987-1989; and President of NGC 1989-1991. Mrs. Smith was the first West Virginian to serve as President of NGC.

Mrs. Henry L. Walker* - 1967-1969 Beckley
Theme: "Come Forth into the Light of Things - in Pursuit of Beauty"
Landscape Design Courses were initiated at WVU in 1968.
Flowers Show Schools II, IV and V brought the state's total to 95 judges and 20 students.
The first scholarship from the State Life Membership Fund was awarded to a WVU student in Landscape Design.

An information manual for club and council presidents, "Blue- prints for Beauty" was published and distributed at spring workshops.
State dues were increased to $1.50 per member.
The Sears grant was increased to $2,400 and 673 civic development projects were reported by 281 participating clubs.
NCG Awards won included: five flower show ribbons, Conservation Certificate, Television Certificate, Garden Center Plaque, Roadside Improvement Award, Regional Unified Activity Certificate for World Gardening and the Bronze Seal for World Gardening project, "Project Heart-South Vietnam", which lead the nation.
Mrs. Walker was appointed regional member, Area I of National Gardener Committee; served as 1977 Regional Convention Chairman and served two terms as National Junior Chairman.

Mrs. Clifford E. (Nancy) Fitzwater* - 1969-1971 Huntington
A special project to "Gain Gardeners" was promoted under the theme, "Be Fruitful and Multiply". New members totaled 1,088.
SAR project, "Mini Parks in Many Places" was enthusiastically supported. $100 cash awards were given for the best mini park in each District by Mrs. Carlton R. Mabley, Jr. of Huntington, SAR Director. WVGC received special recognition from National Landscape Design Chairman for the greatest number of completed mini parks in the region.
Club efforts included numerous clean up drives, landscaping schools and university buildings, renovating an entire business district, removing debris from streams and river banks and delivering tons of non-returnable bottles to plants for reprocessing.
National Life Memberships increased to 21 and State Life Memberships to 168. $4,040 was contributed to conservation camp scholarships. The ninth Wildflower Pilgrimage drew a record crowd of 310.
The WVGC Handbook was revised and sold at the 1970 convention.

Mrs. Fitzwater served as Treasurer and Horticulture Chairman for the SAR in 1971-1973 and National Horticulture Chairman, 1973-1975.
In 1973, she received registration for three new daffodils she had hybridized: Green Mountaineer in honor of West Virginia; Bee Mabley, honoring Mrs. Carlton R. Mabley, Jr. and Fitzwater Green in honor of her husband, for which she received the Massachusetts Horticulture Society Silver Medal. Mrs. Fitzwater also received a National Council Presidential Citation in 1975 and a NGC Award for State-wide Promotion of Plant Propagation. She was made Honorary State President at the WVGC convention in 1986.

Mrs. George A. Patterson*- 1971-1973 Lewisburg
Theme: "Proud Land, we seek but Life for Thee"
Three special projects: plant trees, encourage youth activities and place "People and Their Environment" books in classrooms (a NGC project) were promoted.
1,303,827 trees were planted, 193 youth groups sponsored, 83 outdoor classroom laboratories were established. The first oratorical contests for junior and senior high school students were held.
A TV series created by Mrs. A. S. Thomas, Jr. of Charleston was produced by the educational station WMUL in Huntington. It was also aired in Beckley and Morgantown.
West Virginia led the nation in percentage of classroom supplied with 5,438 "People and Their Environment" curriculum books.
Teachers from 23 counties attended the PATE workshop sponsored by WVGC in 1972. "Traveling Workshops" were held to promote PATE books, EIP and other civic development.
WVGC adopted a new state seal using the Rhododendron designed by Mrs. David Crickenberger of White Sulphur Springs.
Mrs. Carlton R. Mabley, Jr. was endorsed by WVGC and in 1973 was elected fourth Vice President of NGC.
A policy was adopted that WVGC officers shall be elected and installed at the indicated state convention, but shall take office and assume duties concurrently with NGC Officers, regardless of when

state installation shall occur. A decision was made to have a special WVGC president's pin designed and executed.
Mrs. Patterson served four consecutive terms as NGC Environmental Education Chairman and initiated the Environmental Education Workshop Program serving as First EE Workshop Facilitator, team leader and training instructor. She also served as a member of the National Awards Committee in 1973- 1977 and 1979-1981 and National Gardener Chairman, 1981- 1983. She received the Presidential Citation from three national presidents. She also served as SAR Recording Secretary from 1975-1977 and as SAR Alternate Director from 1979-1981.


Mrs. Lofton M. Milstead, Jr. 1973-1975 Charleston
Theme: "Plant Today's Seeds to Fulfill Tomorrow's Needs" The administration's theme inspired club members to promote WVGCI’s statewide projects: Mini Gardens, Mini Flower Shows
and Membership.
Membership increased from 294 clubs to 309 clubs with eight additional clubs on probation. Members reported 13,600 mini gardens and 245 mini flower shows held.
EIP and ACE Traveling Workshops were conducted by the National ACE Chairman, PATE Chairman and EIP Coordinator at three state parks. The "George Washington Trail", WVGCI’s bicentennial project was "kicked off" by Governor and Mrs. Arch Moore, Jr., WVGC Officers and Bicentennial Chairman at the Governor's Mansion by planting several rhododendron on the mansion grounds. 4,035 rhododendron and 16,000 dogwood trees were planted during this project.
PATE Curriculum Garden Guides were promoted and 735 books were placed in schools. The first Conservation Clubs were organized and sponsored by garden clubs. Over $6,400 was given for state summer camp youth conservation scholarships. Two Life Membership Scholarships were awarded each year.
Flower Show Schools, Courses IV and V and a symposium were held. A $2.00 per club flower show assessment was established to

help finance flower show schools. The 12th and 13th annual Wildflower Pilgrimages were held at Blackwater Falls State Park.
The John Gill Men's Garden Club of Upshur County, WVGCI’s first men's garden club was organized. Three new state awards were offered for the first time: Kathryn Schmitz Arbor Trophy, Mrs. Henry L. Walker Rhododendron Award and the Milstead Membership Trophy. The first Finance Committee was appointed.
Other accomplishments were: 49 new State Life Members;
$3,575 was donated to 1973-1974 World Gardening projects. "Operation Schoolhouse"; $3,04 was given in 1974-1975 to World Gardening in Cardon, Columbia; WVGC car license plates were designed and sold for the first time; a new state president's pin was designed; a Supplement to the WVGC Handbook was published; a booklet, "Crafts for Everyone", was printed to focus attention on recycling and reusing discarded items; the WV Garden News, state publication, was moved to Charleston with changes in the format; ways and means projects included airline tours, plant sales at state conventions, Bright of America products were sold; clean up drives were held; 159 mini parks established and maintained; youth oratorical contests were held each year and spring workshops were held for club officers and chairman. Ten NGC and eight SAR awards were won in 1974; seventeen NGC and five SAR Awards were won in 1975.
Mrs. Milstead has served the on the NGC Board on the Flower
Show School Committee; Awards Chairman (two terms) and held several chairmanships in the SAR. She served as SAR Director, 1989-1991. She is presently serving as NGC Flower Show School Chairman and Advisor for SAR.

Mrs. Hunt (Sarah) Cunningham - 1975-1977 Beckley
Theme: "Aware of Our Heritage - We look to New Horizons" Members continued to support WVGCI’s George Washington
Heritage Trail by planting rhododendron and dogwood trees in places of historical interest where Washington traveled or owned land. Clubs in other parts of the state participated by restoring historical landmarks.

Two exhibits representing West Virginia at the International Bicentennial Flower Show in Miami, Florida received an Award of appreciation and a Special Award.
April 4-10, 1976 was proclaimed WVGC Week by Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr. "Bicentennial Liberty Trees" were planted across the state in celebration of Arbor Day. A Governor's Conference on Environmental improvement with concerned citizens, civic and government leaders, youth, business and industry.
Clubs contributed $6,682 to nature camperships for youths and four members of high school garden clubs attend the first NGC High School Environmental Education Workshop in Washington, DC, August, 1975.
A new series of Flower Show Schools were begun which were held in five different districts enabling more club members to attend.
A statewide campaign for "Backyard Bird Sanctuaries" was started in cooperation with the Brooks Bird Club of Charleston.
Members adopted the American Land Trust Bicentennial project to preserve an ecologically important area in each state. The Hungry Beech Preserve in Roane County, a virgin timber area, was chosen for West Virginia. A joint campaign for funds was organized with the WV Chapter of the Nature Conservancy.
WVGC held its first Environmental Education Workshop at North
Bend State Park, July, 1976, where NGC's first Facilitator Training Workshop was held August, 1976.
The Virginia Cavendish Memorial Nature Trail was completed and dedicated at Camp Caesar after many years of dedicated work by board member, George Sharpe and contributions from WVGC.
The SAR Convention was hosted by The Greenbrier, March, 1977.
She served as a member of NGC Nominating Committee and as SAR Alternate Director, 1989-1991. She is presently serving NGC as Calendar Committee Member for Area 11.


Mrs. James G. (Marjorie) Hollandsworth* - 1977-1979

(formerly Mrs. Royce K. McDonald) Huntington
Theme: "Forward Together - Grow, Conserve, Preserve and Serve"
WVGC welcomed ten new clubs into the federation and four clubs were on probation. Clubs supported the Land Trust project, "Hungry Beech Preserve", and "Operation Williamson" which replanted flood devastated Williamson, WV with gifts of $6,500.
To prepare for the 50th birthday of NGC and WVGC, members "Painted West Virginia Gold" with gold flowers and gold "Postage Stamp Gardens" by mailboxes.
World Gardening, "Operation Panama", provided gardens and kitchens for schools to help people feed themselves. "Operation Growing Challenger" gave supplies and expertise to help Guatemalans turn eroding land into productive fields. $11,000 was given to these projects.
Educational programs included four Flower Show Schools, two Landscape Design Schools, two Wildflower Pilgrimages and an Environmental Education Workshop.
Members planted 17,775 trees, 23,489 seedlings and 2,080 rhododendron. Governor John D. Rockefeller, IV declared Garden Club Week in the state in 1977 and 1978 in recognition of our work. Clubs gave 200 camperships valued at $7,000. The State Life Membership Scholarship Fund provided an annual scholarship to WVU and a new scholarship was approved for Glenville State College.
The largest number of flower shows on record was reported with the Oak Hill Miniature Show being the first of its kind anywhere. The 92 member Judges Council held its first overnight study meeting at North Bend State Park.
NGC Awards won were: $500 Sears Civic Concern Award for work with the underprivileged and handicapped; the Bronze Seal for “Operation Wildflower”; Wallis Trophy for bird protection; three publication awards; sever flower show ribbons. Mrs. George Patterson received a Presidential Citation.
Mrs. Hollandsworth served NGC on the Nominating, Organizational Study and Environmental Education Committees. She has served on the SAR Board as Treasurer, Chaplain, Unified

Regional Project Chairman, Butterfly Chairman, Land- Trust/Nature Conservancy Chairman, Clean Air Chairman and Co- Chairman of the 1982 regional convention. She was chairman of the 1981 Handbook Revision Committee and served on the 1991 Handbook Revision Committee. She is the donor of the WVGC Historic Preservation trophy.







Mrs. Robert E. (Gaynelle) Adkins* - 1979-1981 St. Mary’s
Theme: “Care and Share for Renewed Action”
WVGC had the honor of commemorating their Golden Anniversary the same year as that of NGC. A continuing project, “West Virginia Gold”, provided acres of yellow flowers and 1,928 “Postage Stamp Gardens” throughout the state. Other anniversary projects included flower shows depicting 50 years, the selling of seals and the publication of the state history, “Fifty Golden Years”.
NGC held its second Environmental Education Workshop for state presidents at Ansted, WV with 42 presidents in attendance. Five West Virginia members participated in NGC’s Triple E Conference in Durham, NH.
A Mini-Triple E Conference was presented at the 1980 convention. WVGC also co-sponsored a three day EE Youth/Adult Workshop for the SAR’s “Hand in Hand with Youth” project.
Other sponsors for the workshop held at Cedar Lakes, Ripley, WV were Georgia-Pacific Corp. and Monongahela National Forest.
Other achievements were: the completion of the financial obligation for the Hungry Beech Preserve with clubs contributing
$7,396.50; revision of the WVGC Handbook; approval of a new district named Tygart Valley and $4,476.00 contribution to CARE.
With emphasis being placed on membership, 948 new members were welcomed into the federation. A statewide anti-litter campaign was launched by Governor John D. Rockefeller, IV

resulting in 240 clean up projects and hundreds of beautification and civic improvement activities being completed.
The governor proclaimed April 5-11, 1981 as Garden Club Week, recognizing the state’s accomplishments, NGC’s project PAT (Plant Anniversary Trees) and Arbor Day. A festive event, “Exhibition 50”, held in Washington, DC, September, 1980 climaxed NGC’s 50 years of service.
Many letters were written to each of the WV Congressmen encouraging them to vote for bills proclaiming the first week in June as National Garden Week. Letters were sent to the Postmaster General and Chairman of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee urging them to print the Commemorative Stamp honoring NGC.

Mrs. James E. (Loretta) Lively* - 1981-1983 Oak Hill
Theme: “Reach Out to Serve”
The administration’s theme and state projects LITTER CONTROL, MEMBERSHIP GROWTH, YOUTH EDUCATION
and HORTICULTURE AWARENESS reminded members of their responsibility to serve, involve themselves and take an initiative in shaping the future of their communities.
The clubs were a strong force for litter control as they conducted cleanup and beautification projects. Councils and clubs received service awards from the governor for participating in “Be Proud Keep WV Clean”. WVGC received a silver tray from Governor Rockefeller for its unified project to combat litter in the state.
Working with young people was a high priority. Two statewide youth oratorical contests were held with the winning essays given at state convention. Over $4,900 was given to the young people through conservation scholarships. The State Life Member Scholarship was increased from $750 to $1,000.
The State Horticulture Chairman attended district meetings to promote Horticulture. Basic flower and church arrangement workshops were presented in the districts conducted by Flower Show Judges. 1,500 programs and workshops were given on horticulture.

Clubs showed their concern for others abroad by contributing
$12,916.95 to CARE-World Gardening’s two-year project in the Central Mountains of Peru.
A membership brochure, “Who Are We”, was placed in strategic areas in communities. Five new clubs and 444 new members were acquired.
WVGC hosted the 1982 SAR meeting at The Greenbrier and in 1983 was one of the five states in SAR hosting the National Convention in Louisville, KY. Twenty-one awards and citations were received from NGC and SAR.
Mrs. Lively served NGC as Memorial Garden Chairman, a member of the Nominating Committee, and Awards Committee member for four years.
She served SAR as Membership, Garden Centers, Arboriculture and Awards Chairman from 1987-1991. She was chairman of the 1987 SAR Convention and served as chairman of th3 1979 and 1987 WVGC Convention.


Mrs. C. Vincent (Sarah) Townsend - 1983-1985 Martinsburg
Theme: “Create with Care and Beauty”
Two special projects, chosen by the President, were the Creative-Planting of Trees and Wildflowers, for which $100 awards were presented. Tree plantings also supported the Plant a Legacy project of the SAR. Wildflower plantings took on a new emphasis for preservation of rare species, conservation with low maintenance and as unsurpassed horticulture for beautification. A
$500 grant from NGC’s Operation Wildflower was used to transplant “Nature’s Precious Treasures” along a “Gentle Trail” at Blackwater Falls Park for viewing by those persons unable to hike or tour.
Creative civic projects included designing a bank logo of red bricks and low juniper in the landscaping, “a quiet area of green to think deep thoughts” in a city park, monitoring neighborhoods for unsightly areas and planting neighborhood entrances as a pleasant welcome.

Historic preservation has been heart-warming; old mansion gardens, buildings and historic sites have been rescued. Markers were landscaped.
Litter control and recycling have been projects in statewide communities. Conservation was stressed with emphasis on water quality.
Flower Show Schools, Landscape Design Courses, a Judges’ Symposium and EE Workshops were sponsored.
Contributions were donated to World Gardening, Nature Conservancy, Scholarships and the Statue of Liberty. Stamps were collected for “Save the Eagle”.
West Virginia was proud to have sponsored national winners for the Silver Seal, a scholarship and poster contest.
Mrs. Townsend served NGC as Corresponding Secretary in 1989-1991.

Mrs. W. E. (Madelyn) Richardson, Jr.* - 1985-1987 Huntington
Theme: ”Gardens Shared”
The “DOORYARD GARDEN” was the special project that was successfully promoted in neighborhoods all over the state. More than 5,000 small areas of flowers, herbs and vegetables provided beauty and pleasure to the gardener and casual observer.
Outstanding educational events included: A Backyard Wildlife Workshop at the Land Between the Lakes in Kentucky/Tennessee; Hazardous Waste Conference, Washington, DC; Waste Awareness Conference, Charleston, SC and the Governor’s Conference on Environmental Education and Litter Control, Charleston, WV.
Fifteen states were represented by 387 people at the 25th Anniversary of the Wildflower Pilgrimage. $900 was received in grants from NGC for this project.
Contributions to CARE/World Gardening totaled $8,545.
Tools, seeds and water-drilling equipment were provided for the famine stricken people of East Africa. WVGC was proud to be first in the nation in contributions to CARE for the last 8 years. In 1986, contributions were directed to help flood stricken areas of West Virginia. Two projects, “Make WV Green Again” and “Gardens Shared Flood Project” raised more than $6,700 to re-

landscape schools, churches, public buildings, and parks and to provide plants to members whose yards were destroyed in the November, 1985 devastating flood. For this effort, WVGC received a special $100 award from the National President.
Three Blue Star Memorial Highway markers were erected at rest stops on Interstates in three Districts. A certificate of Merit from NGC gave recognition for this achievement.
Three Flower Show Schools encouraged members to have 53 Standard Flower Shows and 454 non-standard shows. Their talents were rewarded by winning five National Flower Show Awards.
Two Landscape Design Schools inspired the recipients of the coveted Robert H. Rucker Award for Landscape Design from NGC.
The Life Membership Scholarship Fund provided two $2,000 scholarships to WVU students, with one student receiving a $3,500 NGC Scholarship.
During this administration, three new garden clubs were chartered with two clubs on probation.
WVGC hosted the SAR Meeting at The Greenbrier in March of 1987. We were honored that Mrs. C. Manning Smith served as second Vice President of NGC, five members represented WVGC on National Board and 12 members served the SAR.

Mrs. John F. Tuckwiller - 1987-1989 Lewisburg
Theme: “Reaching People”
WVGC assisted sister clubs in the 1985 flood-devastated areas;
$12,000 was made available for clubs from the smallest planting of flower beds to landscaping churches, parks, city streets, historic sites and public buildings. $1,000 was given to landscape an elementary school in a rural county with no garden club. WVGC members were instrumental in establishing a statewide system of litter coalitions. Half of the Governor’s appointed county chairmen were WVGC members. “Let’s Keep It Clean” videotapes were purchased for elementary schools. Stateside WVGC anti-litter and clean-up weeks were held yearly. This president participated in workshops at the Governor’s Conference on Environmental Education and Litter Control.

In cooperation with a special award by this president and the SAR Unified Project, the WV Chapter of The Nature Conservancy obtained a real estate option to purchase 13 islands in the Ohio River, all based in West Virginia. The islands are home to numerous rare plants and federally endangered species. These islands will be the core for the establishment of the first National Wildlife Refuge in West Virginia. WVGC provided some of the seed money to enable the Nature Conservancy to forge ahead with this most ambitious lands conservation project ever to take place in West Virginia
WVGC membership was reached by having a groundwater protection workshop at each of the 10 fall District Meetings in 1988. A slide commentary, with educational fliers, was prepared in cooperation with the Water Resources Division of the WV Department of Natural Resources. Articles on groundwater appeared in each issue of the state publication and this president served as a member of the state groundwater coalition. Our solution to pollution was “Teach Litter Throwers to be Garden Growers”.
Twenty-five new State Life Members pushed the total to 556 enabling WVGC to present a $2,000 scholarship annually. We had a 1988 National Scholarship winner. Enthusiasm and interest were generated with thirty-seven Standard Flower Shows, five Flower Show Schools, two Landscape Design Schools, wildflower hikes, historical home tours and 361 persons from fifteen states attending the 1988 Wildflower Pilgrimage.


Mrs. Robert L. (Isabelle) Swoope* - 1989-1991 Charleston
Theme: "Make a Difference, Your Community - Your Land"
WVGC sponsored its FIRST Solid Waste Environmental Conference, with the help of Mrs. Carlton R. Mabley, Jr. and Shell Oil Company, in conjunction with the 60th Annual Convention, April 26-28, 1990 in Charleston. 530 members attended the convention. Outstanding speakers from education, business, science, and law participated. We were told to look for solutions, reduce waste, REUSE and RECYCLE everything possible.

Trillium Garden Club, New Martinsville and Woodcliff Garden Club, Beckley, won the two President's Special $500 Environmental Education Awards (sponsored by the C & P Telephone Co. of West Virginia in honor of Mrs. Swoope) for outstanding community environmental projects. WVGC received NGC's Special Commendation for Outstanding Environmental projects: Shell Oil Company's Regional Environmental Education Award and SAR's Environmental Education Award.
Twenty-eight clubs participated in the Adopt-A-Highway program picking up trash from two or more miles of highways three times yearly. In one town, a small club spread the word to recycle to schools, clubs and city council. Through personal contact, with coloring books, videos, literature and example, they were instrumental in establishing a citywide recycling program.
NGC's special project, the "Friendship Garden" located at the National Arboretum in Washington, DC, honoring Mrs. C. Manning Smith, NGC President, was dedicated April 24, 1991. Then generous donation of $16,866 from our members received national recognition as the second largest contribution received.
Four new clubs were chartered during this administration. Our 581 Life Member Scholarship fund provided a $2,000 scholarship for a deserving student. A new scholarship for $500 was offered in the field of environmental protection. Robert Allen Gwinn, WVU Park Management student, received the FIRST ever-awarded NGC Martha M. Smith Advanced Scholarship in the amount of $4,000.
Six thousand dollars was given to sponsor conservation camp scholarships for our youth. A $600 donation from WVGC purchased the FIRST "Golden Samara" pins for winners of the Samara Conservation Awards program. Offered annually to all seventh grade science classes, 12,869 students from 156 West Virginia schools entered the contest. A "Golden Samara" pin was presented to the top winner from each school.
Four hundred fifty dollars was allocated to the State Program/Illustrated Lectures Chairman to update and expand the file through new purchases. Over 350 excellent videotapes, slides study papers are now available for club programs.
Natural disaster caused by Hurricanes "Gilbert" and "Hugo" attracted the attention of members who donated approximately

$2,000 for restoration of native plants and tools in Jamaica and the replanting of trees in North and South Carolina through our World Gardening program.
"WILDFLOWERS IN WEST VIRGINIA", our highway
beautification project, became a reality. WVGC members contributed $18,000.68 to purchase wildflower seeds. The WV Dept. of Highways planted over 150 acres and erected "WV Wildflower" signs the first year. The signs are brown with white lettering, featuring the Black-eyed Susan and state the name of the Garden Club or District who donated the funds for the seeds.
The WV Nature Conservancy purchased 13 Ohio River Islands to establish our first US Fish and Wildlife Refuge. Club support totaled over $10,000.
In 1991, Blue Star Memorial Highway markers were erected and dedicated at the Memorial Park in South Charleston and at the State Capitol Complex in Charleston near the Vietnam Memorial.

Mrs. Charles W. (Ann) Sampson - 1991-1993 Bluefield
Theme: "Stewardship Through Service"
With the above theme as guidance this, the 31st president, emphasized Conservation, Education and Membership. To begin conservation, she announced that the West Virginia Nurserymen's Association will begin offering a 10% discount on "green" purchases to all garden club members who present their 1991-1992 membership cards to any of the participating WVNA nurseries. She also elected to offer supplements of $100 to award winners in each theme category: the best and most effective conservation efforts among winners of Conservation Awards #10, 12, 13, and 16; in education the winner of the WVGC Award #1; and the winner of the Milstead Membership Award. The additional cash awards were given in both years of her term of office. The president's Ways and Means projects were WVGC sweatshirt, imprinted with our logo rhododendron, and a new issue of WVGC license plates.
As president, Mrs. Sampson represented and gave a welcoming address at the May Wildflower Pilgrimage and at the 50th anniversary celebration opening of the WV State Conservation

Camp at Camp Caesar. That year 83 garden clubs sponsored 90 of the campers attending. Her second year in office she and her husband gave a workshop at camp on making bat houses. She also attended the West Virginia State Fair both years. Landscape Design School and Flower Show School were offered in each of her two years, and she welcomed students at each and took all four schools for credit.
In 1992 the new WVGC $500 Environmental Education Scholarship was awarded for the first time at the state convention. To emphasize the conservation goals, American chestnut seedlings were offered as favors at this “Window On Our World” Huntington meeting. There were 12 new State Life Members and one National Life Member recognized at this meeting. The new WVGC Handbook was for sale at this convention. Mrs. Sampson had been chairman of the revisions committee for 2 of the 2-1/2 years it took to complete the work. The ‘92 convention also saw Commissioner of Highways, Fred VanKirk, present framed certificates to over 50 clubs, councils and districts, which contributed $365 or more to Operation Wildflower. All scholarships offered by WVGC were awarded during both years of this administration.
The 1992 national convention was held in Ohio, and the president attended both it and the Ameriflora ‘92 celebration of Christopher Columbus’s discovery of America. That year her home district, Greenbrier District, purchased a Blue Star Memorial marker for the new I-77 tourist center at Princeton. It was the only marker in the country not placed on a pole. It was imbedded in the native stone building’s facade. In addition, Governor Gaston Caperton dedicated the marker as well as the center. The District also sponsored a student to Camp Caesar, donated to the Ameriflora gazebo project and the Pearl Buck Home. She had an opportunity to present a new club charter and to spotlight a new concept in membership--Senior Activities. The WVNA offered to start an award of $250 to the winners of the annual Speech and Essay contest, and the offer was quickly accepted. They also expressed interest in a cooperative effort between the Association and the Landscape Design Consultants’ Council regarding nursery landscape evaluation.

A highlight for this president was giving an address at the Governor’s Conference on Environmental Education and Litter Control, reporting to the 300 in attendance our total donations from April, 1991 to April, 1992 of $35,000 and 138 acres seeded for the Operation Wildflower project. As a special recognition to all 10 WV Division of Highways District Engineers, she also attended their June meeting, presenting certificates of appreciation to each, and thanked them for their great work and cooperation in the project. Your president also represented WVGC at the dedication of the Ohio River National Wildlife Refuge, which WVGC contributed to since the Joan Tuckwiller administration. That fall Vesta VanMetre and two assistants, all three judges, exhibited a floral display on the WVGCI’s behalf at the U.S. Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C. Nearly every state participated in the celebration of “Discovery,” in honor of Columbus’s discovery of America.
Judging the sixth grade themes in the WVU Extension Services’ contest, “Let’s Go Recycling,” was great fun. Most memorable was Ronceverte’s Brent Pyne who contributed great insight by writing, “Recycling Is Like Paying Earth A Rent To Stay On It.”
The storm of the century fell on March 13 forcing the first ever cancellation of an annual meeting, the 63rd convention. “Windows on Tomorrow,” planned for the Greenbrier March 14-16, 1993. The view from the window was three feet of snow. The convention workers from Shenandoah-Potomac District were snow-bound at the hotel for several days. A 1-1/2 day meeting on April 26-27 was substituted. Seven new State Life Members were recognized.
At the 1993 Annual Governor’s Conference on April 19-20, the WVGC sponsored a two-hour segment on alternative energy, complete with natural gas-fueled car. Vice President, Sandra Walters moderated, and our Environmental Education Chairman, Norma Lloyd was a panelist.
She served NCSGC as Chairman of Fall Board Meeting, member of Nominating and Grants Committees, and as Environmental Studies School Accrediting Chairman. She served SAR as Recording Secretary, Alternate Director, “Keynotes”

newsletter editor, Chairman of Legislative, Credentials, Unified Regional Project, and Grants Committees and Environmental Studies Advisor. She served WVGC on Past President Advisory Council, on 1991 Handbook Revision Committee and as Petals, Environmental Studies School, E C Council President and Nominating Committees Chairman.

Mrs. David V. Walters (Sandy) - 1993 - 1995 St. Albans
Theme: "Caretakers with Flair Garden Kaleidoscope”
This administration got off to a late start due to the “Storm of the Century.” This hurricane-like storm dumped over 48 inches of snow, paralyzing the state for many days. Spring, however, brought us a beautiful beginning in April for the “Caretakers with Flair.” Our theme, hopefully, emphasized, promoted and recognized the importance of good environmental practices in all facets of gardening. It encouraged all garden club members to participate in some area of gardening where they had an interest.
Conservation, the environment, youth activities and continuing education programs were stressed. Education is the foundation for our growth and survival, both as an organization and as a state.
We held 3 Flower Show Schools, 2 Landscape Design Courses, 1 Flower Show Judges Symposium and 1 Environmental Studies Course. This was a new venture for our members. With the funding aid of Ashland Oil, Ashland, KY, we were able to start a series of Environmental Studies at Marshall University. We introduced the Floral Design Studies with Mrs. Walters giving programs and workshops for the members.
“Protect the Environment Through Action, Learning, and Service” (PETALS) was a program of environmental incentives sponsored by National Council and Shell Oil. WVGC and two clubs were given matching fund grants for projects. WVGCI’s
$500 grant was for the building and erection of bat houses at our youth conservation camp, Camp Caesar, and aiding the Non-Game and Natural Heritage Division of the DNR with a colored brochure

on the bats of West Virginia. These brochures were made available throughout the state. They acknowledged our commitment to preservation and enhancing the unique non-game wildlife and botanical resources of West Virginia with an Award of Appreciation. The two club grants, $250 each, were to Emma Scott Garden Club, Elkins, for an air quality control project and to Teays Valley Garden Club, Teays Valley, for a library-landscaping project.
In 1993 there was severe flooding in the state of Missouri. Our state is no stranger to flood devastation. In the ‘80’s flash flooding left many roads impassable and homes destroyed. Our neighboring states were there for us with aid. Our CARE/World Gardening project became the aiding of a church in Missouri with funds for re-landscaping their church grounds.
WSAZ television honored WVGC with a “Home Town Hero” award for our continued Project Wildflower planting in the state. The National Wildflower Research Center/National Council gave us recognition for promotion of “The Year of the Wildflower.”
National Council held their fallboard meeting at the Greenbrier in October, 1994.
Goff Plaza Garden Club, Clarksburg, sponsored a new junior garden club, at Nutter Fort Elementary School. That in itself isn’t too unusual--only the size, 1,500 members.
After two years of effort by Wanda B. Farrish, Oak Hill, Senator Shirley Love presented Mrs. Walters with a declaration from the West Virginia Legislature, signed by Governor Caperton, proclaiming the monarch butterfly the official butterfly of West Virginia.
After a 29-year absence, our 1994 State Convention was held at Oglebay Park, Wheeling. Mrs. J. Murray Blue, SAR Director, was our honored guest. The Wild Flower Pilgrimage was held at Blackwater Falls, Davis. Participants come from all around our country and other lands and book reservations before leaving.
LaBelle Garden Club of South Charleston sponsored Jessica Rae Dean’s entry in National Council’s scholarship essay contest, “We Love To Garden And It Shows.” Miss Dean not only won

WVGCI’s contest but the SAR’s and finally National Council’s. Another youth National Council winner was Joseph Murphy, a 5th grader at Kermit Elementary. His poster, “Smoke Brings Tears to My Eyes,” was the winner in Woodsy Owl/Smokey Bear contest. The United States Forest Service is also a sponsor for this contest.
Clubs won the following from National Council: EXXON Civic Development, 3 Flower Show Achievement Awards, and State Award of Honor and press books. On the SAR level, clubs won Visual Community Improvement, Tree Planting and Preservation, and Garden Therapy.
The end of this administration found us where our journey had begun, The Greenbrier. Our National Council President, Mrs.
Graem Yates, was the guest of honor and installing officer for the 1995-1997 administration. It was a lovely two-year “Garden Kaleidoscope.”
Mrs. Walters served NCSGC on the Flower Show School and Reading Committees and was Accrediting Chairman. She served SAR as Treasurer, and 1992 Convention Chairman as well as Healing Gardens and Illustrated Lectures Chairman.

Mrs. Daniel M. Lundblad (Jane) - 1995-1997 Parkersburg
Theme: “Four Corners of Gardening: Environment, Landscape, Horticulture and Design”
Motto: “Brighten The Corner Where You Are”
Education was the emphasis of this administration, and members were encouraged to attend the WVGC sponsored schools. The first series of Environmental Studies Schools was held in Huntington, two Flower Show Schools and two Landscape Design Schools were also conducted.
Of special importance during this term was the Proclamation of the first week in June as West Virginia Garden Week, in perpetuity. Previously, this had been acted upon by the Legislature on a year- to-year basis.

“Welcome the Monarch,” the SAR Unified Project, educated garden club members and the general public about the Monarch butterfly, which was recently proclaimed the official butterfly of West Virginia. This proved to be a very popular project, and participation by individual garden club members was nearly 100%. Emphasis was on planting milkweed in public and private gardens to encourage the Monarch to migrate through our yards and public green spaces. A 1st place Regional award was won for this project.
It was the privilege of WVGC to host the SAR Convention in Huntington. Prior to the meeting, a Water Conservation Workshop was conducted. A program on Xeriscaping was held, encouraging members to use plants in the landscape, which adapt to dry conditions.
This was a special year at the Wildflower Pilgrimage as Catherine Knapp retired as Chairman after many years. She received the NCSGC Award of Honor from the SAR and WVGC for her service.
A graduate student in Horticulture at WVU was the recipient of a NCSGC $3,500 scholarship. Additionally, two $2,000 Life Member Scholarships were awarded during this term.
Mrs. Lundblad served NCSGC as Nominating Committee member and the SAR as Parliamentarian, and Chairman of Organic Gardens, Personnel and Protocol.

Mrs. Douglas S. Rockwell (Carol) - 1997-1999 Charles Town
Theme: “The Spirit of Gardening: Care, Share, Rekindle”
Motto: “Catch The Spirit”
The administration of the 34th President of WVGC began with the installation of officers and Mrs. Douglas S. Rockwell as President conducted by National President, Mrs. John M. Michie, Jr. on March 18, 1997 at The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs.
The theme for 1997-1999 was “The Spirit of Gardening - Care, Share, Rekindle.” The state motto was “Catch the Spirit.” This

theme, in conjunction with SAR and NCSGC provided WVGC members for the next two years the necessary leadership to grow in all areas of gardening and to strengthen the bonds of our federation and deepen the roots to our communities.
The number of clubs during this period was 178, ten districts, 3,752 members and 16 flower shows were held. The NCSGC Schools held were Flower Show Schools (2), Landscape Design Schools (2), and Environmental Studies Schools (2). A Symposium was held May 28-30, 1997 in Charleston, WV. A highlight was the State Flower Show June 12, 1999 to celebrate the 70th birthday of WVGC.
All members of WVGC were made aware of the National Garden Project of 1997-1999, the “Butterfly Garden,” through the West Virginia Garden News and District Meetings. The mottos, let’s “Catch the Spirit” and help National Council “Catch the Dream,” certainly were evident throughout the state. A white elephant costume jewelry sale at the 1998 Convention raised $821 to benefit the Butterfly Garden. A paver was purchased for $1,000. The selling of coins, ornaments, pendants, decorative plates, and contributions totaled $4,377 as of January 1, 1999.
The World Gardening Project of 1997-1999 was to sponsor “The West Virginia Garden Club Tree Nursery in Guatemala" and was a two-year commitment. WVGC worked with the Alliance for International Reformation. This program supported this administration’s goal of the importance of trees--(Nature’s Dustmop).
The PETALS Program sponsored by NCSGC and funded by Shell Oil Company, Inc. did themselves proud in the 1997-1999 Petals Program with all eleven applications submitted being awarded monies for their projects in the amount of $4,000.
The SAR Project was to create a multiple-use garden on a selected site on the campus of Shepherd College adjacent to Downtown Shepherdstown, WV. The garden emphasized plants native to the area. Revitalization of the area included removal of old tennis courts, reconditioning of the soil, and design and

installation of a series of informal educational “stations” within the garden.
The Land Trust/Nature Conservancy Project was to “Save North Fork Mountain” which also protects "Smoke hole". A challenge was made, and the goal of $50,000 was met.
The 68th annual WVGC Convention was held March 22-24, 1998 at The Greenbrier. With the theme “The Gardening Touch,” this convention was hosted by Monongahela-Cheat District. The WVGC Convention heralded the beginning of Spring for the 69th Convention. The Theme was “Anticipations ‘99,” hosted by Shenandoah-Potomac and Tygart Valley Districts. The NCSGC awards won for 1998 were seven, and in 1999 six awards were won.
Mrs. Robert A. Shirey (Emily) - 1999-2001 Ronceverte 
Theme: “Gardening: It’s Our Nature”
West Virginia Garden Club celebrated its 70th birthday with a State Flower Show held in the Cultural Center located on the State Capitol grounds in Charleston, in June 2000. Judges from our sister SAR states assisted with the show judging.
Education was continued by assisting with the Department of Natural Resources’ 38th-40th Wildflower Pilgrimages; holding Environmental Education Studies School Courses 2 and 3; Landscape Design School Courses 5 and 1; Flower Show School Courses 5 and 1; and a Flower Show Symposium. An instructional video for use at individual garden club meetings was produced.
Guidance on basic parliamentary procedures was given by the State Parliamentarian and help with filling out forms and reports plus award applications were provided. A copy of this video was given to all district directors for use at district meetings and for individual club meetings.
PETALS (Protect the Environment Through Action, Learning and Service) Grants from National were awarded to 10 garden clubs totaling $3,950 plus a $500 grant to the State to establish a

butterfly garden area in the Shepherd College garden, and 3 certificates of recognition.
Support totaling $1,200 was donated to The Land Trust/Nature Conservancy project “Smoke hole.” The Shepherd College Garden project was continued from the previous administration and completed. Presidential awards focused on the most fun garden club activity and projects involving our youth and butterflies. The SAR Unified Project, “Plant Famous and Historic Trees of the Presidents,” was supported by the purchase and planting of 100+ trees. NCSGC world gardening project, Habitat for Humanities, was supported by 21 clubs giving $1,700 and much time and labor.
NCSGC publications included several WVGC members. The 2000/2001 Vision of Beauty Calendar featured a Joyce Jones’ design and June McClung’s shade garden. “Design Made Easy” had a Joyce Jones design using zinnias and “Gourds From Vine to Design” used photos from Diane Law and Jo Hume. WVGC members Ann Sampson, Patty Hudson, Jerry Shriver, Carol Velasquez and Pat Morrison created Harvest themed designs for tables, doors, entryways, and yard decorations, which were included in a holiday themed, design book.
A regional speech winner, a national essay winner, a national scholarship winner, and an Exxon Civic Development award were the highlights at the 2000 NCSGC Convention in San Diego. Also during that same convention WVGC members received 2 blue ribbons, 3 red ribbons, and 2 white ribbons on horticulture and design entries in the National Flower Show. Delicate biennials and miniatures roses traveled 3,000 miles to compete with others from across the USA.
During the 70th State Convention, “Bursting Into the New Millennium,” $500 was raised at a “Gently Used Jewelry Sale” to benefit the National Butterfly Garden in Washington, D. C. Department of Natural Resources personnel introduced “WV Wild Yards” (personal home sites) and the “OWLS” (school based sites) programs to convention attendees.
The first Native Plant Symposium, “Using Native Plants in the Landscape -Issues and Opportunities,” was held at Canaan State

Park. WVGC was involved in the planning and development stages of the symposium and during the symposium assisted with introductions of speakers.
A wildflower test plot was established at an Interstate rest stop with the help of DNR, WV Wildflower Pilgrimage, the WV Highway Department and WVGC. Operation Wildflower and the Highway Department will use the site to discover what wildflowers will grow successfully along the roadsides in West Virginia.
A State Life Membership pin was designed and sold to state members with proceeds going into the WVGC State Life Member Scholarship Fund. Mrs. Shirey was the 2005 WVGC Handbook Revision Chairman, Illustrated Lectures chairman, and editor of the WV Garden News.
Mrs. Shirey has served SAR as Garden Week Chairman, Scrapbook Chairman, Long Range Planning Chairman and 2002 SAR Convention Co-Chairman.

***Please Note "National Council of State Garden Clubs" (NCSGC) name change to "National Garden Clubs, Inc" (NGC)

Mrs. John Patterson (Carolyn) - 2001-2003 French Creek
Theme: “Color Your World”
The emphasis on coloring the world through beautification, education, membership, and truth encouraged members to get more involved in the lives of their communities and their local schools in order to prepare future members to be interested in preserving the environment.
The beautification aspect was encouraged through a statewide mailbox beautification project with a presidential cash award given in 2003 to Fred Brooks Garden Club of Buckhannon and a Yard-of- the Month presidential cash award given in 2002 to Petersburg Garden Club and in 2003 to Tu Endie Wei Garden Club of Point Pleasant.

The educational aspect was realized through several avenues: 15 different workshops at the 2002 WVGC Convention at Pipestem State Park and 4 different workshops at the 2003 Convention in Charleston; new chairmanships on heritage plants, botanical gardens, youth clubs/teams and tours; the beginning of clubs' financial support of the newly forming WV Botanical Garden; an Eco-Bucket project that asked each club to put together an educational tool for its local elementary schools. The Eco- Bucket project received a $1,000 grant from the Shell Oil/NGC PETALS Project and a $4,000 grant from Canaan Valley Institute and was recognized at the NGC Convention in Biloxi, MS in 2003 with an additional $500 from Shell Oil/PETALS and another $500 and a bronze medallion from NGC as the 2003 Award of Excellence winner for State Garden Clubs. Clubs placed 212 buckets in their local schools and assisted the teachers in using them to promote environmental awareness.
The 2002 Pipestem Convention's theme was "April Showers Bring May Flowers" and included workshops on saving our steams, preparing a wildflower garden, designing with gourds, soil testing and improvement, pollution and pesticide use in the garden, flower arranging for dummies, fun in the forest, as well as wildflower and bird walks. Former WVGC President Sara Townsend won the Mantis tiller following the demonstration of its use. Programs on heritage plants, the Envirothon, and orchids were presented.
The 2003 Charleston Convention theme of "Celebrate Your Garden-Have a Party" followed NGC President, Lois Dupre Shuster's theme. Trees were planted in honor of the NGC President, WVGC President and WVGC President-elect at Charleston's Hubbard Hospice House. Mrs. Shuster presented workshops on new club presidents' training and leadership and a program on her garden at Seven Springs, PA. Other programs were on floral designing for churches, improving creative designs, wetlands, and the WV Youth Environmental Program. Workshops on growing roses and preparing edible flowers involved many participants, as well as tours to the Charleston Farmer's Market and Green's Seed and Feed.

Membership emphasis came in the form of the three R's: Restore former members, Revitalize current members, and Recruit new members. Clubs were encouraged to be flexible with meeting times, drop attendance requirements, vary programs, find a niche for each member, hold community-wide contests, and form new clubs. The state president provided a listing of the counties that did not have any affiliated garden club and worked along with the membership chairman, publicity chairman and district directors to find interested potential members in these counties. As a result, 2 new garden clubs and 3 junior clubs were formed and others were still being formed at the end of the term. In addition, the above leaders appeared on television interviews and at county commission meetings to promote the work of the garden clubs in the state. One of the ways current members were revitalized was through a contest between districts and clubs to increase the number of life members. This was promoted by the state life membership and scholarship chairmen and resulted in 96 new life members. Kanawha District was the district winner and Fred Brooks Garden Club was the club winner of this Life Membership Contest.
Clubs contributed funds to our World Gardening Project, "Helping Our Own," to restore beautification projects that were damaged by the flooding and ice storms in the state. Many clubs also participated in helping Habitat for Humanity homeowners landscape their new homes. Historic sites, such as Philippi's Adaland Mansion and gardens and Lewisburg's Civil War cemetery, were preserved and returned to their former splendor. Members enjoyed learning about preserving and growing historic seeds and sharing these with others. The daffodil show sponsored by the Shenandoah-Potomac District and horticulture achievement by the Spade and Trowel Junior Garden Club won NGC honors in 2002, and five regional awards were presented to clubs sponsoring youth contests. The 2003 WV Life Membership Scholarship winner, Andrea Rumberg, won the NGC Scholarship for a total of
$5,500 for her education. Fifteen state garden clubs were awarded honors at the 2003 NGC Convention, and eleven clubs were given awards at the SAR Convention. Eleven WV garden clubs were

recognized for achieving the 50-year mark in 2003 at the state convention, as were three clubs that had passed their 75th milestone.
This President served on the WV Invasive Species Working Group, as the SAR Recording Secretary and NGC Pesticide Chairman.
Mrs. Charles (Gaytha) Jones, Jr. 2003-2005 Charleston
Theme: “WVGC : With Vision, Growing and Caring”
This term encompassed the 75th Anniversary of the West Virginia Garden Club (2004) and the 75th Annual Convention (2005). Needless to say, a sense of history and air of celebration marked the entire administration.
During this time emphasis was placed on strengthening the state organization by strengthening support services to our clubs. The WVGC website was expanded to include downloadable subscription blank’s, reporting forms, awards application forms, and registration forms for conventions and schools. An annotated “directory” was printed in the Garden News and carried on the website which not only provided the names of all officers and committee chairmen, but also a brief explanation of duties, services offered, or project designated for funding. West Virginia Garden Newsflashes, an electronic information delivery system, instantly broadcast time sensitive bulletins to the president or specified receiver in every garden club. A Presidential Award entitled the “Vision Award” served as a suggestion box by encouraging members to share their thoughts on improving any aspect of our organization.
To commemorate our 75th anniversary, a stone bench was purchased for the developing WV Botanic Garden (its very first bench) and dedicated during the 2004 Convention in Morgantown. Funds for the bench were given by our membership, with excess donations being designated for maintenance and additions to the Botanic Garden’s “Shade Garden” where our bench was later placed amid the rhododendrons.

The 2004 Convention, “Time Like a River” hosted by Monongahela-Cheat District, incorporated a Water-Awareness Conference of nine workshops and programs. Speakers included representatives for WVU, business and private non-profit organizations. National Garden Clubs awarded a $1000 WATER wise Solutions grant to underwrite the conference. Workshops were opened to the public, advanced registration and a $5 fee were requested. Special guests for this convention was the South Atlantic Regional Director Director, Jo Jean Scott.
Building on the water awareness theme, the 2003 Fall Board meeting was held in Charleston and included a tour of the newly opened Clay Center and viewing of an IMAX movie featuring water. To promote NGC’s Historic Gardens Project, the 2004 Fall Board meeting was held at Stonewall Resort. Board members traveled by chartered bus to nearby Adaland Mansion where they were met by Heritage Plants Chairman Dr. Ann Serafin, dressed in period costume, for a tour of this beautifully restored home and gardens followed by an elegant formal dinner.
Beginning in 2004, the Environmental Scholarship of $500 annually was broadened to include applicants from all West Virginia colleges and universities. WVGC sponsored the Department of Natural Resources’ Maxine S. Scarbro youth award ($125) in honor of Mrs. Scarbro who served as WVGC and SAR Parliamentarian. Flower Show School I of the newly outlined four course series was held in Buckhannon in July 2004. Landscape Design Schools II (2003) and III (204) in Morgantown were well attended.
Ways and means items for this term included tee shirts and sweat shirts featuring heritage flowers and brightly colored watering-can pocketbooks. Sales were very successful, with $5000 profit for WVGC.
Following the attacks to our country on September 11, 2001, there was a resurgence of public displays of patriotism, and renewed interest in the erection of Blue Star Memorials. Tow new By Way markers were dedicated during this term (in Elkins by Emma Scott Garden Club and in Salem by Salem Garden Club).

Two more By Way markers are scheduled for dedication early in 2005 (at I-77 Welcome Center near Parkersburg and Neville Street in Beckley’s Historic District). Several others have been proposed and are in varying stages of the application process.
At this writing, the 2003-2005 term is not complete. Final totals for club projects and activities as well as regional and national awards won, are not available, but several achievements must be mentioned. Life memberships now total 891, 56 of which have been added so far this term. NGC’s Historic Gardens project has been warmly received by our clubs; many, many have developed project to create or restore plantings at locally important community sites. Paden City Garden Club was awarded a %500 NGC grant, sponsored by the Principal Financial Group, for their program work. An excellent Handbook for establishing a youth garden club, including suggested meeting program activities, was written by Debra Pemberton, Spade and Trowel Garden Club, and submitted to SAR and NGC for their consideration. The Handbook Revision Committee has been meeting faithfully and planed to submit their suggested changes at the 2005 Annual Meeting for vote of the membership and publication thereafter.
The 75th Annual Convention in 2005 will be hosted by Shenandoah Potomac District in April at The Greenbrier with a gala celebration centering on the theme, “Heritage in Bloom” June
P. Wood, NGC President, will be present to address the group and install the 2005-2007 officers and district directors. Copies of this Diamond Anniversary History covering West Virginia Garden Club’s first 75 years will be available for all those in attendance. We were very fortunate that Marjorie Hollandsworth (Historian and Past WVGC President), who had compiled the 50th History, was willing to insightfully and beautifully continue our organization’s story to the present day.

Mrs. Gene Cain (Eleanor) -2005-2006*
Clarksburg
Theme: "Challenges are Opportunities for Success"

This administration challenged WVGC members to place Blue Star Memorial Markers throughout the state. Twenty-Two markers were dedicated during this administration. A Blue Star Marker at the Veteran's Nursing Home in Clarksburg was the State Project.
Through monetary donations WVGC members had 100% participation in the Blue Star project at the Nursing Home, which was dedicated on Veteran's Day 2006.
Eleanor's second challenge was for every club to include one
program each year on the importance of water. An interesting power point program was presented at the 2006 WVGC Convention at Tamarack in April.
The 2006 WVGC Convention "An Array of American Pride" was held at Tamarack Convention Center, Beckley, WV. Special guest at this Convention was SAR Director, Emily Stephens. "Water, A Valuable Resource" by Tom Blair III was the featured program. A hands-on workshop "Planting a Combination Container Garden" was held at the nearby Mountaineer Conference Center at the Country Inn and Suites Hotel. Also at the Mountaineer Conference Center was a program on Growing and Preserving Herbs.
During her year as president Eleanor traveled to each Blue Star dedication in addition to all 10 Fall District meetings. Her Ways and Means project was two sizes of garment bags with the WVGC Seal. Sadly June 13, 2006 Eleanor passed away just a week after attending the 2006 NGC Convention in Orlando, Florida. Her last official duty was attending a Blue Star Memorial Marker Dedication Ceremony.
During this administration education was emphasized. Two Landscape Design Schools were held at WVU and three Flower Show Schools were taught. Ten Flower Shows were held.
Several NGC Awards were won in 2006. Olde Berkeley Garden Club with Orchard View Intermediate School Junior Gardeners won the Butterfly Award. West Virginia received 5 Principle Financial Grants totaling $2300. West Virginia also received one NGC Scholarship.

In 2007 WVGC hosted the 2007 SAR Convention at The Resort at Glade Springs, Daniels, WV, March 11-13. The Theme; "Naturally Beautiful" featured a program by Barry Glick, "Hellebores- Lenten Rose" at which members were given the opportunity to purchase several varieties of Hellebores. Diane Law presented "Designing with Gourds". Karen Vuranch performed her original drama "Coal Camp Memories".
March 25-28, 2007 WVGC Convention was held at the Pullman Plaza Hotel, Huntington, WV with the Theme "If There Is Magic on the Planet- It's Water ". Outstanding Programs included "Growing Up - Vines" by Peggy Jarrell and "Garden Problems Have Solutions" by John Marra. The NGC President Kitty Larken inducted our new Officers at the installation Banquet. WVGC was happy to support Kitty Larkin's project by planting 7 Patriotic Trees during the two years. A Standard Flower Show in the lobby of the Pullman Plaza "Water-Our Liquid Asset" added to the beauty and educational value of the Convention.
On May 26, 2007 at the NGC Convention WVGC received An Award of Honor for The State Blue Star Memorial Markers Challenge of 22 Markers placed during this administration!

Mrs. George E. Shriver (Jerry) 2006-2009 Beckley
Theme: " Recipe for Success"
This administration asked our members to "Sprinkle West Virginia with Blue Star Memorial Markers". WVGC received a
$10,000 grant from The West Virginia Nursery and Landscape Association to fund Blue Star Memorial Markers. We place one marker in each of our nine Districts. A total of 27 Blue Star Memorial Markers were dedicated. A second goal was to sponsor new clubs. A new Club, Village of Barboursville received their charter in October, 2008 after completing the required 6-month probation.
The Ways and Means project was a cookbook "A Taste of Almost Heaven" containing recipes from our membership. A

section of edible flower recipes and another section of complete menus were featured. This was so successful that we ordered a second printing.
The 2008 WVGC Convention "Back to Nature" was held at Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV March 30 through April1. Our special guest at this Convention was SAR Director, Anne Brown. "Progress at the West Virginia Botanic Garden" by George Longenecker encouraged our members to be involved with that progress. Members were able to tour the Wildlife Refuge.
Workshops on "Sempervivum Heaven", "Nature Printing" and "Spruce Health in West Virginia" were offered. Julia Clevett presented an outstanding Design program on "Traditional Designs".
The 2009 WVGC Convention at the Resort at Glade Springs in Daniels, WV was held April 5-8, 2009. The Theme, "West Virginia Garden Club Goes Green". "Sherrie Hunter Doing a Little Trash Talking" was an inspirational program at lunch. Our members learned how important reuse and recycle are. Lectures on "Rain Gardens in West Virginia", "How to Make and Use Rain Barrels" and "Bats of West Virginia". A tour of Daniel's Vineyard was offered and many members went. Phyllis Brown and Diane Law gave the Design Program, "Better Late than Never". NGC President Barbara May was our Honored guest. She installed our new officers. The State Flower Show Judges sponsored a Small Standard Flower Show during the Convention, "Green, Green Hills of Home".
During this administration education was emphasized. Two Landscape Design Schools were held at WVU and three Flower Show Schools were taught.
Several NGC Awards were won in 2008. #15 Violet N. Grose Award for the greatest % paid membership increase of 34.54%. We received two silver trays. West Virginia received 2 Principle Financial Grants of $300 each to Fred Brooks/Stargazer Garden Clubs and Mount Vernon Garden Club. West Virginia also received one NGC Scholarship. Our Essay winner was runner up in the High School essay Contest.

Mrs. James D.(June B.) Ashworth -- 2009 - 2011 Huntington
Theme: "Gardening in Today's World"
with an additional challenge to start new clubs
WVGCI celebrated its 80th Birthday in 2010 and accepted the challenge to start new clubs -- three new clubs and re-instatement of two clubs, making five new clubs with over 100 new members.
Our state has 9 districts.

Taking part in our NGC President's projects, WVGC members planted 8,000 golden daffodil bulbs in 2009-2010 and over 3,000 in 2010 -2011. NGC sponsored schools were: Flower Show Schools No. 4 & No. 1 and two Landscape Design Schools. Six Blue Star Memorial Markers were installed with an additional 5 on order. A local VA Hospital received a Blue Star and a $5,000 landscaping project.
Monetary contributions were: $325 to the Haiti Water Project; $2,410 to WV Botanic Gardens, $2,715 Nature Conservancy, $200 to 2011 World Flower Show; supported roadside Wildflower projects and WVGC sent 28 children to Conservation Camp at a cost of $2,963. Club members donated
$4,000 to a sheltered workshop, spent $8,000 landscaping a hotel owned by the Federal Government, $2,000 for a museum trail,
$1,500 for a Botanic Garden Scholarship; $1,000 for Carnegie Hall Christmas at Williamsburg, VA. By passing the hat at our two district meetings and with individual club support, WVGC and collected $1,750 for the Dover, DE Air Force Base Memorial Garden. Scholarships in the amount of $8,500 were awarded.
Our clubs won NGC awards for Blue Star Memorial Landscaping, Outdoor Classroom & Nature Trails and Horticulture Therapy. Regional Awards were for Golden Days Project, Plant it Pink, Garden Therapy, Historic Trails, most Blue Stars and Blue Star Landscaping, and our scholarship winner also won the SAR

$1,000 scholarship. Had many entries in the Smokey Bear/Woodsy Own Poster Contest.
The two convention themes were "Capital River Magic" in Charleston, WV that included a flower show" Spring Magic" in 2010 with our SAR Director, Carolyn Patterson our guest and "Treasures of the Shenandoah Valley" held in historic Shepherdstown, WV in 2011 with our NGC President, Renee Blaschke our guest.
In addition to the many schools held, the theme "Gardening in Today's World" was carried out by programs on Good Soil by a county extension agent supplying 100 soil testing kits and the South Atlantic Regional Director's Good Soil program; controlling the increasing deer population, held 10 flower shows; design programs by Sandra Walters and Frances Thrash; toured a farm once owned by Charles Washington, brother of George Washington; toured the Federal Government's Training Center at Shepherdstown and the historic town of Shepherdstown.	We encourage all clubs to have their own Federal ID Number.

Mrs. Ronald Moore, Jr. (Brenda) – 2011-2013  Oak Hill
Theme: WVGC Members keeping West Virginia Wild and Wonderful Project: Membership CPR – Communication, Participation and Recruitment
This administration tried to set an example for CPR – Communication, Participation, Recruitment. An online e-letter was sent quarterly to club presidents and state officers entitled “Lifelines”. Every email, letter, or phone call was answered in a timely manner. At least 25% of garden club meetings were attended as well as garden tours, all schools and events of WVGC. There were three garden tours during this administration – one in Lewisburg, two in the eastern panhandle. Two flower show schools were held and one Flower Show Judges symposium. Two landscape design schools were held in Morgantown. Seven blue

star memorials were installed during this term. This president promoted WVGC Members to receive certification for “WV Wild Yards”. This DNR program promotes plantings in your property to promote Wildlife. Also there was an emphasis on planting native plants. District meetings were power point presentations, fall 2011 – “Membership 101” – practical ways to increase membership. Fall 2012 – “Lessons from a Goose” – about taking offices and serving. Many changes were made during this administration. Meetings were shorter, including the state convention business meeting which was shortened from two mornings to one morning. This decision was made because long meeting will never attract younger members with busy schedules and they cost more. An emphasis was made on diversity to attract more members. All programs were educational. This president tried to think out of the box regarding programming such as using power point presentation, historic tours, etc. Five clubs disbanded or disaffiliated with WVGC, three at the beginning of this administration yet membership didn’t take a big hit, even though one of the clubs that disaffiliated was a large club. In fact WVGC is on the verge of membership increase after 60 years of decline. This is also due to more advertising and word of mouth. In this term there was a greater participation in Conventions and Board meetings. The 2012 convention had an attendance of 260 plus. This was a 60% increase in previous meetings. Also board meeting attendance was at almost 87% higher than previous board meetings. Although membership didn’t increase and four clubs disbanded the 2012-2013 membership lost was only 3 members. 2012 SAR Convention: The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV, March 25-17, 2012. Theme: “Timeless Traditions, Unforgettable Memories”. Programs included an address from our NGC President, Shirley Nicolai, WV author Pearl Buck portrayal by Karen Vuranch, WV’s horticulture instructor, Darlene Newell, spoke in the evening program involving NCG President Shirley Nicolai and the five state presidents in the region, in a game of “Wheel of Hortulana”. John Gillespie, owner of Greenbrier Florist, presented the design program. Workshops included “Five senses gardens” by Terri Johnson owner of Honeysuckle Hills Nursery; “Landscaping” by Torula Avery from Groundworks in Hinton, “Appalachian Wildflowers” by Barry

Glick owner of Sunshine Farms. The attendance at this meeting was 171 registered. This was the highest attendance for an SAR Convention in a while. 2012 WVGC Convention: The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV, March 27 – 29, theme: “Experiences are Timeless and Memories Last Forever”. This convention was shortened with one less meal thus eliminating another overnight for many members. The business meeting was also shortened from two mornings to one morning. Promenade of Club presidents at the evening banquet was initiated. District Directors, their assistants, council presidents and club presidents paraded in, stopped for a photograph and were recognized. These people are the heart and soul of garden clubs and are now being more recognized for their hard work. Convention programs included The Falconry Program at the Greenbrier. Birds of Prey were brought in so luncheon attendees could get up close and personal. There was a Carleton Varney workshop on “color”. Our evening speaker was the owner of the Greenbrier, Jim Justice. Awards were presented at a brunch. The floral design program was shared with the SAR thus saving time and money. The attendance at this meeting was 265 registered. This was a very high attendance for a WVGC Convention. 2013 WVGC Convention: Waterfront Place Hotel, Morgantown, WV, April 7 -9, theme: “Share the Spirit – Celebrating Our Past Present and Future”. Our luncheon speaker was Scott Shalaway, a naturalist who writes for many WV papers and the Pittsburgh Post- Gazette. His topic was “The Hole Story: A Natural History of Cavity-nesting Birds”. At our member’s banquet NGC President Shirley Nicolai spoke and installed our officers. WVU’s mountaineer mascot help President Moore distribute awards at an awards breakfast. Workshops included a tour of the new WVU Greenhouse, an update on the WV Botanic Garden and a floral design workshop in which participants made the evening centerpieces. Attendance was approximately 169. Some awards won during this administration were: SAR: Power Point for ‘Membership 101; Roadside beautification; 6th Grade poetry contest; 5th grade youth sculpture; Overall youth sculpture ; Essay Contest; Rewards of membership; and the Corrie Whitlock Scholarship Winner. NGC: Youth sculpture winner; newsletter: “Lifelines”; NGC scholarship winner. This president has served as

SAR Historian and serves as the NGC Chairman of Membership and NGC Chairman of The Frightened Frog committee which is a book she co-authored for NGC. She also serves on the NGC Future Planning Committee.

Mrs. James R. Arndt, II (Patricia) - 2013-2015 Martinsburg
Theme: “Those Who Plant Gardens Believe in Tomorrow”
This term was comprised of the 84th and 85th years of West Virginia Garden Clubs, Inc. As members remembered the rich history of its past, WVGCI was poised to look to its future, thus "planting their garden and believing in a tomorrow" for this organization. Specific emphasis was placed on growing, and keeping, membership. Also stressed was including diversity in obtaining new members and encouraging more participation with youth throughout the organization. As part of an effort to gain more public recognition and awareness of West Virginia Garden Clubs, a garden flag was designed, with the State President's theme, to be placed in member gardens and put in and around club landscaping projects throughout West Virginia.
The 84th annual meeting of WVGCI took place at the Pullman Plaza Hotel in Huntington, WV. The theme, "Sowing the Seeds of Change," focused on changes taking place in our environment and looking to change some ideas on gardening practices. Programs included instruction on green gardening practices and the "buzz" word on bees. Members left this meeting with fresh ideas on natural ways of garden sustainability.
At Oglebay Resort and Conference Center in Wheeling, WV, the 85th annual meeting was held. The theme of "Come Experience a Little Bit of Heaven" celebrated and showcased different and fun ways to increase gardening fun. From Victory and Sock gardens, to Worm-derful Composting and sharing in a butterfly garden, there was plenty of good information for all members attending. It was an honor to welcome NGC First Vice President, Nancy Hargroves, to the installation banquet, where she installed the 2015-2017 WVGCI officers and incoming District Directors.

During this term, WVGC lost past-president, Loretta Lively. It was recommended by the Board and passed by membership to participate in the formation of the Loretta Lively Memorial. This memorial was planned in conjunction with the Lively family and would be placed at the Lively Amphitheater in Oak Hill, WV.
Other issues and items passed during the 2015 meeting included funding of scholarships for Environmental Studies School and updating and reprinting the West Virginia Garden Club Handbook. In addition to hard copies being printed, the new handbook will be put on the WVGC website.
Two new clubs were chartered during this term. In 2014, Mountain Laurel became a federated club, and, in 2015, the Perennial Garden Club was chartered. Both clubs are in the Shenandoah-Potomac District.

