ANNOUNCING
2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest

children from first through fifth grade
are invited to participate in this annual
drawing contest featuring conservation icons
Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl!
The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and the
National Garden Clubs, Inc., are giving students the opportunity to
demonstrate their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic

environmental conservation principles through original drawings of
smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl.

View previous contest winners:
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Smokey Bear says: "Only you can prevent wildfires!"

Smokey Bear is recognized nationally and intemationally as the
symhbal for wildfire prevention, The original Smokey Bear appeared
in 1944, Smokey's message, “Only you can provent wildfires!™
encourages personal responsibility for wildfire prevention. Smokey
Bear teaches children and adults to be careful with campiires,
barhecues, burning yard waste, and matches. For marn about
Smobey Bear visil hiipay/fumoieyime oo
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Woodsy Owl says: "Lend a hand—care for the land!”

Woodsy Owl is America’s icon for the conservation of the
environment, Since 1971, Woodsy has helped parents and teachers
inspire children to observe, cxplore, and cara lor tha environmen.
He chalienges children to "Lend a hand, care for the land!" and to
sake an active rale in caring for the land through recycling, reusing,
and reducing waste; gardening, planting. and earing for trees; using
resources wisely; and nol littering. For more about Woodsy Owl visit
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2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest INFORMATION

= Only children frem first through Bifth grade

Hosted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service and the National Garden Clubs, Inc., this contest
is an opportunity for local garden clubs to connect with
their communities and may be used to promotie their
local or State garden club, attract children and their
parents, and raise awareness of the importance of
caring for the environment and preventing wildfires,

» Every participating child should recelve a

can participate, You can reach out to schools, certificate of participation. Certificales can

scoul troops, after school programs, youth
programs, and similar groups,

» Students should ba remindad to check

speting as posters with spelling ermmors will
be d=qualified.

s The fallowing information must be written
on the back of each posten: The student's
name, grade level, garden club name, garden
club contact name address, phone numbser,
school, teacher’s name, school name, parent
wr guardian mame and address, phone
number and email (Should school policy
precluda giving students’ addresses and
phone numbers, please include the school
address and phone number.)

» Or usa the free :ImrmlnadabJE label found
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= Local garden club coordinators for the
Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest
should contact their State or regional poster
chairman to get the promotional package.
You can also download the promotional
package from the National Garden Clubs,
Inc. website, o ;. arosnclubs.crg or from

WS ibgk DC-posiel -Coniest,

be ordered for free at warwsymbolgoy or
WAL I EDE gV nG-posier-conlust.

& Local and 5mte garden clubs’ poster
coordinators are encouroged to organine
recognition ceremonies,

s If thers Is a Forest Service office nearby, they
can help facilitsta the prosence of Smokey
Bear or Woodsy Owd at your recognition
ceremony. You can find your nearest Forest
Servica office by visiting v s wmda oo,

» We oncourage participants and/or local,
State, and regional chairpersons to maks
coples of the posters belore submission

= The five posters that compete for the
natienal grand prize become property of the
Forest Service. They ARE NOT returned to
participants.

= For information about the poster contest
do nol hesitate to contact the National
Garden Clubs, Ine, national coordinator
for the poster contest, Terry Critchiow at
lchrtehlowinaglopm or the Forest Sorvice
national coordinator for the poster contess,
Iris Velez at s valeras ysda,po

Thank you for your support and commitment to the partnership between
the National Garden Clubs, Inc., and the Forest Service!

USDA i an equal opportunity pronvide:, opioyer, and londern



2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest—ABOUT

2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest Rules

Compatition may include students from first to fifth grade,

Postars are Io be compieted by individual studont artists.

Postors rmust hane comect speling (posiess with spefing errors will ba disqualifad),
Al posters must festum Smokey Boar,

Smakury Bear posters must include Smokey's wildfire prevention message: Only You Can Provent
Wikdfires

AR posiers should encourago children to take o personal rodo in preventing wildfires or conserving natiral

fescuUntos.
Smoley Bear must be presonted in his comect colors (he Bs an officlal F:nnp'nu:l:! by law); check the
cadors of the wabste pranv feassa goylearnids or meneavmbels gong

Each postor entry should bo 11 x 17 inches in size.

Materlals that can ba used Inchsde crayona, markers, pester paints, watercoiors, and the like.

Tha choscs of paper color ond ey [z up to the child

No three-Cimenaional postors, compuier-scanned, or plectronically penoraied images will be accepted.
Al poster entroas mixt be epecsarad by a recognibred local garden club.

The local garden club chairperson memt sbmit the poster entries o his or her state chakperson no later

than laruory 20, 2025, The sixie garden club chalmperson must submit the e winning posters from his
or her sinte to the regional garden cluby chairperson by February 24, 2025

Tha fallowing information should ba writien on tha back of the pester In the lower-right comer (do not
uSa & dark marker for this information s B may chow theoughls
= Tho naee, address, phong reomber, and emall of She sponsoring local garden club,

= The artist's name, addross, contact phone number, grade level, 2chool teacher's name, city, and
State, (Should schoal pollcy preclude giving students’ pddresses and phone numbers, please include
the school address and phone number),

Poster Tips

A good poster has a bold and sknple design,

The poster's message shoutd be easily indensinod and delbvered hath in the pleture snd n text

An educsior, parent, guardian, or other pdult should provide 11" x 177 paper for a child %o create their
poctar,
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Cocha, wrersemynind soo
Fm:ﬂhhﬁwdhmhmmmﬂmMmenﬂMMd’ﬂmmm

Recognition Ceremonies

K & recommended that local andfor State recognitimon ceramomes be coordiralad i conjunction with
local events during Earth Wook in Apdl or during National Public Lands Day (last Sshurday in Septembar).
Smoley Bear should be present at theso sward corenonlos if possible, The Fores! Service conservation
aciucation or fire prevention regional cocrdinatorn can help you identily local Forest Servien offices that
iy asaist you when plarming for a Smokey Basr sppesranca it your sverd A list of coordinators &
availablo upen roquest via omad & embisymbolsPusdagov.
Eﬂﬁﬁumdpﬁmmnumhwu!dmhumﬁwmhadmﬁﬂﬁ wrainbelsygoy of by
requesting hard copies vin omail et wr L bl edagms
mmma@ﬂmntﬁﬁﬁMMWhmmmwh
rasonal grand prize winner et their 2025 anmual meeting.

Certificatos and prizo monay ($60) for the five national winners will bo mailed following tho Mational
Garden Cluba’ 2025 annual meebng. The national grand prize winner will get the certiflcats, a traphy, and
& framed copy of the winning pester during a recognifion ceremany In Washinglon, DC

The Forest Service conducts the recognitson ceremony for the natronal grand prize winner, which takes
place overy yoor in Washington, DC, typically during the summer,



_zm._.m_.._ndn_z S: Part A of this form must be completely

_______Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl
' Poster Contest

filled out and placed ento the back of all posters in
order to quality. Ploase complete as much of Part B as

possible.
Part A:

Student’s Nome:

Stuclent's Grada Lovel

Carden Cub Namea:
Coninst Nama:
Cortact Streat:

CaySuzipP:

Prcrea ko

Emait:

Parl B3:

Tonches's Name:
Parent'Quardian Name:

Strepk _

City/SUZIP;
Prons Mo
Emad:

Garden Club Contact Informallon:

Ceclalre 16t 2rnd 3Ird  Ath 5tk

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl
_unﬂm_. Contest

INSTRUCTIONS: Part A of this form must be completely

filled out and placed onto the back of all posters In
arder to qualify. Please complete as much of Part B as

possible.

Part A:
Enudent's Nama!

Stuedert's Grada Levol:

Garcen Club Nama!
Conlact Hama:
Contact Streek

Gy SUEIP

Fheoa Mo

Errail;

Part B}

Teachor's Nama
ParentGuarthan hamo!
Sareet

City/BUEP

Phona Mo.l

Gardan Club Contact Information:

CreleOne 185l 2nd 3rd 4h 5th

ParonUGuardian/Studan! Contact Info:

Emalil; _
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2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest

| acal Chairperson’s Accountabilily Report Form

Complete tha information requested below and send it to your state chairperson for the Smokey Bear &
Woodsy Owl Poster Contest along with your five local winning posters by January 20, 20235,

Local Garden Club Name:

Local Chairperson Name:
State: B e

Qutreach to Students
First grade:

Second grade;
Third grade:
Fourth grade:
Fifth grade:
Total:

Qutreach to Schools and Organizations

Public schools contacted:
Private schools contacted:

Youth organizations contacted:
Other groups contacted:
Total:

Lacal Chairperson Signature

L5SDA is an egual opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



