Sunflower Project
Originated: 1959  Lewisburg House and Garden Club 
Summary : Lewisburg House and Garden Club, since 1959, has been packaging and distributing an average of 500 Mammoth seed packets to the students of Lewisburg Elementary School every May. In 2017, Ronceverte Elementary was included in the Sunflower Project, with another 400 seed packets distributed.   
Every year, in March or April, members package seeds at a monthly meeting. Members scoop a teaspoon of seeds into a sandwich-sized ziplock with small info paper on the project, including planting instructions. In May, before school lets out for the summer, teams of club members visit the classrooms to distribute seed packets and discuss bird conservation and gardening. They are encouraged to plant the seeds with the help of family and tend to the sunflowers over the summer so they may participate in the friendly, Largest Sunflower Contest in September of the new school year. 
In late September, teams of club members measure the circumference of all the sunflowers. Every student who presents a sunflower to be measured receives $1 and a small conservation certificate. The classroom winner receives $1 and a larger certificate. The School Winner (student with the LARGEST sunflower of all sunflowers measured in the school) receives $50, Birds of West Virginia book, a certificate, and their photo in the local newspaper. After 2 decades, the grand prize money increased from $25 to $50 in September 2025.

 
Project supplies and budgeting for two elementary schools (Pre K – 5th):  
 
a.     (2)  $50 grand prize cash awards
b.     (2)  $15 Birds of West Virginia books ordered from Amazon. 
c.     (50-75)  $1 bills to award to every participant who brings a sunflower to school to be measured. 
d.    $175  for 5 pound bag of Mammoth seeds 
e.     $20 in plastic baggies 
f.      $50-150?  -  for printing bulk color cardstock certificates, regular-weight paper conservation certificates, and instruction slips. Only the instruction slips of 500-1000 are printed almost yearly. The other certificates usually do not need reprinting for 3-5 years because they are not distributed to the entire school, but only to the contest participants.    
